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the new regime, and that it was necessary that he
should be consulted as to the constitution of the
bodies which it would be his task to control.
While the telegram in which this decision was to
be communicated to Baghdad was being drafted,
reports were received which showed that matters
were moving even faster than had been anticipated.
On the 2nd June the Civil Commissioner received
a deputation of Baghdadi Extremists, who had asked
for an opportunity of expressing their views, and
made them a speech in the course of which he an-
nounced that His Majesty's Government desired to
set up a National Government in Iraq, and that it
was their intention that this should be done as soon
as possible. He then explained the gist of his own
constitutional proposals, and pointed out that with
the best will in the world an indigenous National
Government could not be set up at once. The
deputation were not satisfied with these assurances,
and demanded the immediate formation of a Con-
vention for Iraq, elected in conformity with the
Turkish electoral law, which should be empowered
to draw up proposals for a National Government
as promised in the Anglo-French Declaration of
November 1918,
In reporting these proceedings on the same day,
the Civil Commissioner expressed the opinion that
if he had been authorised to make before the be-
ginning of Ramadhan the announcement for which
he had asked authority in his telegram of the 8th
May, the movement would not have reached its
present uncompromising form* Matters had now
reached a pitch where he saw no other course open
but to announce that when the mandate was
granted steps would be taken to summon a Con-